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Location: Midway Atoll
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This letter is in response to an undated communication, received by our office on January 25, 2011, re removal or
encapsulation of lead based paint at Midway Atoll. This project has been undertaken after discovery of the negative
impact of lead based paint on Laysan Albatross nestlings. Your office has since compiled a Preliminary
Assessment/Site Inspection report on the lead levels in nine areas and examined six alternatives (including “No
Action”). A cleanup goal of 75 milligrams per kilogram for lead in the soil was determined and a remedial prograrm
over six years decided upon. Lead based paint and/or asbestos siding is to be removed from specified structures and
Buildings 578, 579,619, 623, 626, 628, 643 (which had the highest toxicity) be demolished. Contaminated soils are
to be excavated and a soil barrier (geomembrane) be added over the disposal sites. The areas of potential effect
would be building footprints and sites adjacent with contaminated soils.

Midway Island was the site of a pivotal World War I battle in 1942 that stopped a potential invasion of the
Hawaiian Islands by the Empire of Japan. The island is a National Memorial Site due to its importance in World
War I, it 1s also a National Wildlife Refuge and a part of the Papahanaumokuakea National Marine Sanctuary.

Our office is only qualified to comment on the historic preservation issues, particularly with relation to the World
War II Structures. As such, we have the following comments:

1. We consider the 6 year clean-up timeline reasonable.

2. We believe the proposed demolition of buildings in “Decision” Areas 1 and 2 (except Building 643) would
constitute an adverse effect to historic properties. As such your agency is required to consult under
36CFR800 (Section 106 consultation). Consultation will lead to a Memorandum of Agreement or a
Programmatic Agreement stipulating the conditions under which the effect of your project can be avoided,
minimized or mitigated. We suggest you consult with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on
how to proceed with your 106 obligations. You are also welcome to come and talk to our staff,

Any questions should be addressed to Ross W. Stephenson, SHPD Historian, at (808) 692-8028 (office), (808) 497-
2233 (cell) or ross.w.stephenson@hawati. gov.
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